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Synopsis

An inspiring biography of one of the most influential and beloved figures of the 21st century, based
on more than 1,000 interviews. How to Be Like is a "character biography" series: biographies that
also draw out important lessons from the life of their subjects. In this new book - by far the most
exhaustive in the series - Pat Williams tackles one of the most influential people in recent history.
While many recent biographies of Walt Disney have reveled in the negative, this audiobook takes
an honest but positive look at the man behind the myth. For the first time, the book pulls together all
the various strands of Disney’s life into one straightforward, easy-to-listen-to tale of imagination,
perseverance, and optimism. Far from a preachy or oppressive tome, this audiobook scrapes away

the minutiae to capture the true magic of a brilliant maverick.
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Customer Reviews

Just when | thought | knew everything there was to know about Walt Disney, along comes this
brilliant book. How to Be Like Walt shines fresh light on the person and character of Walt Disney, a
man | never knew but have loved all my life. More than that, it encourages all of us that we can be
like Walt, too - if we study his life, discover what drove him, learn from his failures and examine his
interactions with others. There will never be another Walt, but we can all be like Walt if we want to
be. This book tells us how. He wasn’t perfect - but neither are you or I. Still, as the book says, the
world would be a poorer place if it hadn’t been for just one Walt Disney. | don’t know about you, but |

wouldn’t mind being remembered for making my world better like he did.How to Be Like Walt tells



his story through the eyes of people who knew him and loved him, people who have admired his
accomplishments, and people whose lives have been shaped by the force of his personality. It's the
most complete picture of Walt Disney available to date from any book. In the bargain, we get

lessons to apply to our own lives. Everything to gain and nothing to lose! Read it today.

As a self-help book, "How to Be Like Walt" is a powerful tool with 17 lessons exemplified by Walt
Disney’s life. As a biography, the book is one of the finest written about Walt Disney.Disney was a
unique Hollywood success story. The squeaky-clean Disney reputation was built on a lifetime of
doing good work. It's not that Disney was without fault or rough edges. But Disney was more often
the victim of unscrupulous dealings rather than one who was putting a deal over on someone else.
This book explores those aspects of his life, and reveals how these experiences shaped his career
and led him to bigger and bigger accomplishments.Just as each of Disney’s successes was based
on telling a compelling story, Pat Williams and Jim Denney have told Walt’s life story in a unique
and interesting way. The narrative is filled with stories and challenges in Walt’s life, as related by
friends, family, and co-workers.The stories tell about the man, Walt Disney, more effectively than
most biographies which are loaded with impersonal facts.This book provides a multifaceted look at
his personality as well as his behaviors. Different people saw him in various ways; that is all fully
explained and reconciled as well as can be expected of a complex, creative genius who is not easily
explained.Disney was a workaholic and a taskmaster, yet he was also compassionate about his
creative staff and his family. As you read the story of Walt’s life, you will learn how we can adapt our
lives to achieve greater creativity, success, and fulfillment.As an author who has read and written
about Disney, | recommend this book as one of the best Disney resources available.Buy this book
and read it several times; with the extensive details of the many Disney stories, you will find each

reading reveals new insights about Disney’s approach to success.-- Rich Hamilton

Alright, | confess. | wanted to be a jerk. | wanted to be the first person to give this book less than five
stars, but | just can’t do it. Sure, | could complain. | could say that the material in the second to last
chapter should have spread throughout the book so there would be one summary chapter instead of
two. Or | could focus on the lack of explanation as to WHY Walt chose to do some of the films he
did. Because it sometimes pains me that | have to assume Walt’s idea to animate Pinoccho came
from reading it as a kid and liking it, without really knowing for sure.But | can’t complain too much,
since | realize that this ain’t some half-hearted work here. It is a well-researched collection of

hundreds of valuable stories. Each story tells us what Walt was like, the kind of things he did, and



the kind of things he wanted to do. | was particularly fascinated with his vision of the futuristic city of
EPCOT, where pedestrian and car would never touch the same ground, and a giant dome would
keep the city’s climate forever under control.Walt’s obsessive dream of constructing a new kind of
city is just one of many little tidbits of information the book has for anyone not already intimately
familiar with his life. | mean, | had no clue that Disney created a popular cartoon BEFORE Mickey
Mouse. And | had no idea his company was so often under the strain of severe financial woe. Heck,
this book even told me the name of the 19 year old guy who invented electronic TV.As much as |
would have liked to have read about the origin of that hilarious Donald Duck, | wasn’t disappointed
at all when the book instead brought up the time Walt turned a hat his wife hated into a flower pot
and gave it to her for her birthday. Nor was | disappointed when | read about the earthquake that
almost ruined the final scene of Fantasia.There’s so much wonderful history to learn in this book,
and so much leadership to be inspire you, that you can’t help but love most everything in its pages.
Williams and Denney really did a terrific job, especially when you consider my pre-conceived
negative bias due to a previous bad experience with a co-authored bookA The Rock Says.... "How
To Be Like Walt" wasn’t written to make a quick buck by shoving out something with Disney in the
title. It really was meant to show the amazing things Walt did, and how great of a guy he was.
(Imagine going to get an ice cream at Disneyland and SURPRISE! Walt Disney himself is behind
the counter giving you a huge freaking scoop. It's happened before, believe it or not.)You know
what? | think | would like to be more like Walt. If | CAN'T give a well-written book about him anything

less than five stars, perhaps becoming more like Walt is something | CAN do.
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